
Appendix A: Student Setup Guide

This appendix contains requirements and instructions for students to complete 
the exercises in Flex 2: Developing Rich Client Applications and  
Flex 2: Data and Communications. It covers the following:

1. Hardware requirements

2. Software requirements

3. Setup instructions

• Please read the entire document before proceeding

Hardware requirements 
Your computer must have the following hardware:

• Intel® Pentium® 4 processor

• 1GB of RAM

• 700MB of available hard-disk space

Software requirements 
You must have the following software installed: 

• Microsoft® Windows® XP with Service Pack 2, Windows XP Professional, 
Windows 2000 Server, Windows 2000 Pro or Windows Server™ 2003

• Java™ Virtual Machine: Sun™ JRE 1.4.2, Sun JRE 1.5, IBM® JRE 1.4.2

• For the Flex Builder plug-in, Eclipse™ 3.2.1 or Eclipse 3.1.2 is required

• A recent version of one of the following browsers:

• Internet Explorer 

• Mozilla

• Netscape Navigator 

• Opera

• The latest version of the Macromedia Flash Player (or at least version 9); 
during the installation of Flex Builder 2 your Flash Player will be upgraded 
to version 9.

Note: To check your Flash Player version, go to http://www.adobe.com, right click 
the main ad banner, and select About Macromedia Flash Player or go to 
http://www.adobe.com/software/flash/about/.
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Setup instructions
• There are four phases of the installation:

• Installing Flex products

• Installing course files

• Testing the installation

• Installing the files for the ColdFusion related unit (optional, only do if 
the ColdFusion unit will be taught)

Installing Flex products

1. Browse to the URL http://www.adobe.com/products/flex/ and click the 
Download Now link; download both of the following:

• Flex Builder 2.0.1or later

• Flex Data Services 2.0.1 or later

2. Install Flex Builder 2 accepting all of the default options.

• The trial period on Flex Builder 2 is 25 days.

3. Install Flex Data Services 2, accepting all of the default options.

• When asked for a serial number, LEAVE IT BLANK.

• This installs the Express version which does not time out.

Figure 1: When no serial number is provided, the Express version of FDS2 installs
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Installing course files

Note: The file prep.bat will perform steps 1 and 2 for you. The files from step 1 will be 
renamed with an .OLD extension.

1. If you have an installation of FDS you have previously been working with, 
save copies of the following files so they are not overwritten by the 
courseware file installation:

C:\ fds2\ j run4\ser vers\defaul t \ f lex\ index .htm

C:\ fds2\ j run4\ser vers\defau l t \ f lex\WEB- INF\ j run-web.xml

C :\ fds2\ j run4\ser vers\defau l t \ f lex\WEB- INF\f lex\  
data-management-conf ig.xml

C :\ fds2\ j run4\ser vers\defau l t \ f lex\WEB- INF\f lex\  
messaging-conf ig.xml

C :\ fds2\ j run4\ser vers\defaul t \ f lex\WEB- INF\ f lex\prox y-conf ig.xml

C :\ fds2\ j run4\ser vers\defau l t \ f lex\WEB- INF\f lex\  
remot ing-conf ig.xml

2. Remove the following two files, as other copies will be used, and errors 
result if too many versions are running.

C:\ fds2\ j run4\ser vers\defau l t \ f lex\WEB- INF\ l ib\  
commons- logging. ja r

C :\ fds2\ j run4\ser vers\defau l t \samples\WEB- INF\ l ib\  
commons- logging. ja r

3. Unzip f2rca_8Jan07.zip to C:\.

• All the files will be placed in a directory named f2rca.

4. Unzip f2dc_8Jan07.zip to C:\.

• All the files will be placed in a directory named f2dc.

5. Unzip fdsForF2DC_8Jan07.zip to C:\fds2\jrun4\servers\default.

• This will install one file in the default-war directory and many files into 
flex directory.

Testing the installation

1. Start Flex Data Services 2 by selecting All Programs > Adobe >  
Flex Data Services 2 > Start Integrated Flex Server.

2. Browse the application’s main page at 
http://localhost:8700/flex/lab2Solution/FStop.mxml.
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